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THE LOCAL GOVERNMENTS (RATING) ACT, 2005. 
 



An Act to provide for the levy of rates on property by local governments within 
their areas of jurisdiction; to provide for the valuation of property for the 
purpose of rating; to provide for the collection of rates; to repeal the Local 
Government (Rating) Act and to provide for other related matters. 

DATE OF ASSENT: 9th September, 2005.  

Date of Commencement: See section 1(2). 

BE IT ENACTED by Parliament as follows: 

PART I—PRELIMINARY. 

1. Short title and commencement
(1) This Act may be cited as the Local Governments (Rating) Act, 2005.

(2) This Act shall come into force on a date appointed by the Minister by
statutory instrument. 

2. Interpretation
(1) In this Act unless the context otherwise requires—
“commercial building” means a building, the whole or any part of which is

used for the purpose of any business; 

“currency point” has the value assigned to it in the First Schedule to this Act; 

“financial year” means the period commencing on the 1st of July each year and 
ending on the 30th of June in the following year; 

“gross-value” means , subject to subsection (2) of this section, the rent at which 
the property might reasonably be expected to let, from year to year, if the 
tenant undertook to pay conservancy fees, water rates and all other usual 
tenants’ rates and taxes and the landlord undertook to bear the cost of 
repairs and any other expenses necessary to maintain the premises in a 
state to command that rent; 

“industrial building” means a factory, mill or other premises of similar 
character used wholly or mainly for industrial purposes; 

“local government” means a district council , a city council, a municipal 
council or a town council within the meaning of the Local Governments 
Act; 

“Minister” means the Minister responsible for local governments; 

“non-industrial building” means a building which is not an industrial building; 
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