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The Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Regional
State, Rural Land Administration and Use Regulation.
Preface

Where as, the regional government issued a rural land
administration and use proclamation No 110/2007 recognizing
land as an important agricultural input and an economic base
for the region and the country as whole.

Where as, to implement this rural land administration and use
proclamation, it becomes necessary to issue regulation.

Where as, describing restriction imposed on rural land use
right in detail is needed so that the landholder know his rights
and obligations and properly manage the land.

Where as, to implement and, if necessary, to amend the
proclamation, it is needed to state miscellaneous provisions.
There fore, the regional administrative council issued this
regulation based on the provision of the proclamation No
110/2007 article 18 sub articles 1.

Section One
General
1. Short Title
This regulation shall be cited as the “Rural Land
Administration and use regulation” No 66/2007 issued to
implement the Proclamation.

2. Definition
1. All words and phrases written in this regulation should
be translated and defined in the same manner as in the
proclamation.
2. Without the prejudice to this article sub article 1 in this
regulation: -

A. “Proclamation” means the Southern Nations,
Nationalities and Peoples Regional State Rural Land
Administration and Use Proclamation No.110/2007.

B. “Administrative Council” means the administrative
council of Southern Nations, Nationalities and
Peoples Regional State.

C. “Bureau” means the Southern Nations, Nationalities
and Peoples Regional State Bureau of Agricultural
and Rural development.

D. “Rural Land’ means those lands outside the
administrative boundary of municipality or any land
found outside legalized urban areas / towns/.

E. “Committee” means publically elected body of local
community at Kebele level to carry out land administration
and use activities.

F.  “Communal Holding” means the land neither possessed by
Government nor privately, practically being used either for
grazing or forest or any other social services by the local
community.

G. “Share Cropping” means the way of using land when the
land holder allows share cropper to cultivate crop on his
holding and share the harvest according to their agreement.
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H. “Land Classification” means a category of
rural land based on productivity and other
criteria  such as  fertility  status,
infrastructure, climate and others.

I. “Cultivated Land” means a land covered
by either annual or perennial crops.

J. “Sloppy farm Land” means a land, not
advisable for cultivation unless different
conservation techniques are applied as
changing in gradient/slope/.

K. “Holding certificate” means written
document issued to a peasant farmer/s/ or
semi pastoralist or pastoralist or any other
rural land holder/s/, by measuring and
registering the size, neighbors, fertility
status, etc of the holding.

L. “Public Use” means a common Service
obtained from infrastructures such as
education, health, transport and
water...etc..

M. “Peasant farmers living in urban territory”
a peasant farmer who has holding in urban
territory and whose livelihood depends on
agriculture.

3. Gender Reference

The provision of this regulation set for the
masculine gender shall also apply to the feminine
gender.

4. Scope of the Regulation

This regulation shall be implemented with in the
southern Nations, Nationalities and people regional state
in all type of rural land and lands used for agricultural
purposes in urban territory.

1.

Section Two
Assuring Rural Land use Right

Rural Land Possession and Use

Rural Youths who wish to be engaged in
Agriculture:-

Shall have the right to participate voluntarily in
settlement program to get and use rural land.
Shall get and use rural land from communal
land government’s holding; from competent
authority.

Husband and wife shall have equal use

right on their holding:-

Husband and wife shall jointly use their
possession which they got before their
marriage.

Husband and wife shall jointly use the rural
land that they got after marriage through
inheritance or other means.
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Among (between) Orphans who lives with legal
guardians: -

When one of the orphans living with the legal
guardian aged 18 years, has the right to
administer the land being guardian of his
younger.

If their possession is less than half a hectare
they should jointly use.

Not withstanding this article sub article 5.3.(C)
if they are unable to use jointly: -

They can jointly rent and share the money
among themselves.

One of the parties take the land by rent and
pay the value early for the other.

They shall give it for share cropper and share
the produce and jointly cover the expense.
They shall cultivate their land in common with
hired labor and share produce among
themselves, and jointly cover the expense.

If there is any local alternative, they shall use it
with agreement.

Any peasant farmer or pastoralist shall have
the right to: -

Use his holding for different agricultural
activities.

Cultivate using hired labor.

Jointly cultivate with share cropper

Rent his holding.

Rural land measurement, Registration and
Certification.

1.
A

N

For rural land users: -
A certificate shall be given for the landholders
by measuring and registering their holdings.

If the land measurement is done using modern
technologies, holders shall get a certificate
together with a parcel Index map.

Concerning Land use right certificate: -
The Bureau shall prepare a uniform rural land
use right certificate.

The rural land use right certificate shall include
holder’s name, family size, neighbors, area, and
other basic data.

To provide a land use right certificate the
following requirements shall be fulfilled: -

A peasant farmer or pastoralist living in a
specific kebele who have a holding.

Though he is not a dweller in one kebele, he
should have holding in other kebele.
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. Those who have got land by settlement

program, fulfilling the requirements.

When the land is jointly owned by spouses or
any others:

Both Husband and wife shall jointly get rural
land use right certificate.

If the husband and wife have land holding
before their marriage, they shall jointly get a
land use right certificate after their marriage.
Those who have land holdings in more than one
kebele, they shall get land use right certificate
in each kebeles.

The provision of land use right certificate for
peasant farmers living with in urban territory.
The Bureau of agriculture and rural
development may give delegation to provide a
land use right certificate for peasant farmers
living with in urban territory.

The land use right certificate given for peasant
farmers in urban territory shall be similar with
those who live in rural areas.

Peasant farmers who are living in urban
territory shall get all rights and accept
obligations under rural land administration
and use proclamation.

Rural land possessed by lease or rent:-

If the land is given through lease or rent it shall
be measured and registered by the concerned
authority

Duration of Rural Land Use right: -

Users of Leased and rented land : -

The duration of leased rural land shall be based
on the law of the lease.

If the rent agreement made by the two parties
terminates, it shall be done based on the
agreement stated.

Rural land user: -

a) The rural landholder shall be evicted from

his holding if the land is needed for public
purpose.
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If the Individuals holding is expropriated for
public purpose, he shall be given a substitute
land.

He can get compensation for the property and
wealth situated on his holding when he is
evicted.

The compensation fee shall be based on
compensation regulation No. 135/2007 issued by
council of ministers.

Transfer of Rural Land Use right

1. Peasant farmers or pastoralists who got
rural land use right -certificate shall
transfer their possessions when: -

Any peasant farmer or pastoralist can lease out a
plot of land under his holding when there is an
agreement of his family; the agreement shall be
approved by the signature of the husband and
wife.

Any peasant farmer or pastoralist has the right
to rent a portion of his holding, which does not
evict him totally; the remaining holding should
be enough to produce annual food consumption
for his family.

If he has any other alternatives such as working
as laborer, being hired by the investor, or to
make business or any other better job
opportunity, he can rent all of his holding.

In order to avoid problems related to the
provisions in this article, sub article .c, renting
should be approved by his family members and
the copy of the agreement shall be kept in
kebele administration office.

2. When land holders transfer their use right:.

When the landholder rent irrigable land, the
rent holder shall be responsible to maintain the
obligation related to irrigation.

Rent contract shall not be terminated unless
both parties agree. A party who terminates the
contract agreement shall pay compensation to
the counter party.

Special attention shall be given to women and
orphans by the concerned body at all level while
renting out their holding.

When private land holding is rented out, the
land use right certificate shall be keep with the
land holders.
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9.

1.

A)

B)

C)

D)

2.

A. lrrigation

Rural Land Re-allocation

Concerning rain fed land reallocation:-

Unoccupied cultivable lands shall be re-
allocated for land less and peasant farmers
having smaller land size.

Based on the benefit of the local community
and the region in general, unoccupied state
land can be re-allocated for farmers or leased
for investors.

When peasant farmers went from densely
populated areas to relatively sparsely
populated areas by resettlement program,
they shall get farmland through reallocation.
Details shall be determined by directives.

Possession with no inheritor can be re-
allocated for land less and peasant farmers
having smaller land holding. Details shall be
determined by directives.

Re-allocation of Irrigable land.

infrastructures  constructed
either by government or non-government
organizations before the issuance of this
regulation shall not be redistributed.

B. Irrigation schemes constructed after the

issuance of this regulation, either by
government or non-government
organizations for the betterment of the
society, shall be re-allocated.

C. Those peasant farmers, who lost a portion

10.

of his holding due to reallocation, shall get
rain fed land equivalent to what they give.
Details shall be determined by directives

Obligations of Rural Land Users.
1. Management of land holding

A. Any rural landholder, who got his land

B.

legally, is responsible to manage and
conserve his holding.

The land user, regarding land and natural
resource management, shall work in
collaboration with his neighbor.
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C. Based on the land degradation and presence of
gullies caused by natural damages and the slope
of the land, any rural land user shall plough his
farm at least 10 meters far from gully edges.

D. Not withstanding sub-article 10.1°¢” in this
article, if the depth of the gully exceeds 10
meters plowing shall be forbidden unless the
land user leaves a distance equal to the depth of
the gully from the gully edges. However, such
areas shall be used for forest, perennial crops
and grasses.

E. All provisions of this article also work on those
who have possessed land through rent.

2. Any rural landholder shall be obliged to allow his
holding for building of infrastructures.
Compensation or a substitute land may be given.
Compensation fee rate shall be in accordance
with the regulation No 135/2007 of the council of
ministers.

3. When any rural land holder give up his use
right in his interest: -

A. Any time a rural land user has a right to give
up his use right. However, to be free from
obligations related to land use right, he shall
inform in written application for the
concerned body one month ahead..

B. Any rural land user who gave up his land use
right, shall return his land use right certificate
for the concerned body.

C. When a land user gave up his land use right in
his interest, he shall take the properties he
produced on his holding. However he can not
claim compensation for the properties that can
not be moved.

4. Concerning economic and  social
institutions : -

A. When economic and social institutions end up
their contract program, they should
rehabilitate the environment as to the former
conditions.

B. Those who left the Environment degraded or

polluted shall be asked by the pertinent law..
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5. Managing Land and Natural Resources

A. Any rural land user has the obligation to
implement appropriate soil and water
conservation methods on land and other
natural resources and maintains structures.

B. Any individual or organization, who got land by
rent or lease, has to plant at least 10% multi-
purpose trees.

C. When the contract period comes to an end or in
case the contract agreement terminates, the
investor is supposed to hand over the land to
landholder  without endangering natural
resources bases.

11. Determining the minimum rural land

holding size and encouraging land
consolidation

1. The smallest size of rural land

A. Any peasant farmer and pastoralist have the
right to inherit his possession for his family
members; however, if the size of the land is
less than the minimum, they have to use their
land jointly.

B. When possession of the divorced spouses is
less than the size of the minimum holding,
and therefore they shall use the land jointly
by any means other than sub-division.

C. If the size is less than the minimum size
determined on provision of article 11 sub-
article 1.A of the proclamation, landholder
can use it other than sub-division.

D. On this article, sub-article 11.1A-C, if the
holders can not use it on the basis of the given
choices, they can use it on the provision of
this regulation article 5 sub-4A-E

2. Exchange of adjacent holding

A. When land holding exchange on voluntary basis
is done between holders, size of the holding,
fertility status, and vulnerability for damage ...
etc shall be taken in to consideration.

B. Before the approval of land exchange, one
month shall be given to both parties to carefully
see their decision.

C. If the two parties agreed on exchange of their
holding, they shall get a new land use right
certificate within a month.
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12. Dispute resolution

The disputes in relation to any rural land shall be
determined: -
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If the two parties settle their problem using
local elder reconciliation, the agreement shall
be give to both parties in a written letter.

If the dispute is not settled by the arbitration of
local elders, both parties hall get written letter
describing the reason why the two parties
disagree.

Section Three

Restrictions Imposed on Rural Land Use

13. Land Use Planning and Proper Use of

Sloppy, gully and wetlands.

1. About Sloppy lands

A. Plain areas having 0-2% slopes can be used
for agriculture by draining if necessary.
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cultivate such lands with out applying
appropriate measures.

C. On lands having 11-15% slope with shallow
soil depth, low soil fertility and exposed for
erosion, since such lands are not suitable
for row cropping, implementation of
appropriate soil conservation techniques is
a must. Therefore, it is forbidden to plant
annual crops without applying appropriate
conservation measures.

D. On steep slopes, having 15-30% slope, with
shallow soil depth, low soil fertility, and
being exposed for erosion are not allowed
for annual and row crops. However, it is
possible by applying appropriate soil
conservation measures.



2. NALTLI71 ovlofT hmPPI°:-

U/~ L2271 et T (LA
ATSLTNS NN MNTo P
AI'HY Ve hr%em4-
TS+ NFR14LS  HLANNT
NAT4. aof\h ™9
LLLINTPA:: HCHS Naoand g
LOAGA::

0/ AACAS ANA-T PP
U1 et TT TIMIELR

hanh 1o Pe CAmPPI”

ore: OTFANT@- aomeI

LFAN:: ‘HCHé Nooavl, @
LMAGAH::

3. AVHAN TP AOA aN“LAPS
avli~:-

U/ AN APFS  Axdha.o-

0L e-+an AOTPR A

LI KA ? oo+

TCERT APLX  NALHI@-

avo/

+mM. has  th,  eHF
+aT Pt awlkT  ATLAP
B.LLIN::

+th. ens am+
neFANT 11 9ALHI@-
oLéT  VemET  av9elt

PoLeNTAD7 10,
MG /oo +5L.401  NTICERE
+mPrLPTG avloty
AT (PP LCE
nnc AN IENT
L4

AN ONA ATLAPP SHI-
ha N$L92° P7LhéA O\U7
neear ntmsed 07.A
nodt oC oONT LHF3@7
Paodbd 723 AANT::

WALHF@ 9% AL f£A
Gao 3P O0NNT AT IR
LOAMPA:  VPT° PAYH
TCERE IR 271207 UL
o-0T APT  AdNA WYy
+hen  CICEnE e
LEovl-\::

10

3. Expropriation of Rural

2. About the Use of Wet lands.

A. Wet lands, based on a study and with

community  participation, shall  be
protected from sedimentation and loss of
biodiversity. Details shall be determined by

directives.

. It is forbidden to drain wetlands for

farming and other purposes. However, they
can be used based on study and supported
by local development plan. Details shall be
determined by directives.

Lands for public

purpose

A. When a project is prepared for the

development of the region and local
community, the land holder shall be
obliged to give up his holding after getting

a substitute land.

. When it is impossible to get substitute land,

an income generation means will be devised
with discussion between the beneficiaries
and owner of the project to sustainably

lead holder’s livelihood.

. When the land holder is expropriated due

to development activities a compensation
shall be paid in advance. Then the land
holder is obliged to leave the land with in

three months.

. A time shall be given for the holder to

harvest his annual crop. However, if the
project is sensitive, it can be started after

paying compensation for the landholder.
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4. Termination of Land Use Right because of

miss-use.

A. An-individual shall loose land use right
when he fails to implement soil
conservation techniques, and leave the soil
to erode, when he does not plant trees
suitable to the environment, and the
concerned official states the problem with
evidence.

B. Any rural land user, before he looses his
possession, he has to get warning first
orally and then twice in the form of letter
from kebele Administration & wereda
agriculture and rural administration office.

C. When the concerned legal body writes a
letter of land use right termination after
notifying it to the higher body, then the
landholder obliged to be evicted.

D. Any land user who is evicted from his
possession, he is obliged to return the land
use right certificate with in a month after
the decision.

E. The new land user can not get a land use
right certificate unless the last decision is
made on the reconsideration claimed by the
looser.

Any rural land user shall not negligently let
fallow his land more than two consecutive years.
After the kebele administration approves the land
is not ploughed it shall give oral warning with
kebele land administration & use committee
together with local elders. Then, if it is not
ploughed after six months, the kebele
administration shall give written warning for the
next six months. Still, if it is not done based on the
warning, he shall loose his use right. How ever,
when:-
A. Heissick or putin prison,
B. There is no land tiller due to death of his
family member.
C. Drought, flooding, and other natural
calamities occur, and
D. Rural land user faces problems and
accepted by the kebele administration, he
shall not loose his land use right.

6. Communal Land use.

A. With the participation of the
community, efforts shall be made in
order to utilize properly communal
lands such as undulating,, bare, un
productive, sloppy and hilly areas,
which can be easily damaged, either
privately or jointly.
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B. With the participation of the local
community and the concerned government
body consultations, communal lands shall
be transferred to private ownership so as to
utilize them for forestry, grazing and
perennial  crops. Details shall be
determined by the directives.

C. Communal lands shall not be transferred to
private ownership for the purpose of
growing annual crops. However in areas
where there is farmland scarcity, it is
possible to transfer by considering the slope
of the land and its suitability for annual
crops when it is decided to reallocate by
two third of the local community.

D. When land less youths or peasant farmers
who have less land claim for land in
association, it shall be done on the basis of
this article sub article ‘c’.

E. Right after land holding change occur, the
landholders shall take a land use right
certificate within a month.

7. About Government forest land use

A. The local community found around state
forest, has the right to use non-timber
forest products (forest coffee, cardamom,
incenses, gum, etc) from state forest.

B. Peasant farmers living on the surrounding
of state forest, land use right certificate
shall be given by measuring and registering
their holdings out side the state forest.

C. State forestlands, by any condition, shall
not be measured, and registered so as to
give land wuse right certificate for
individuals or organizations.

Section Four
Miscellaneous Provisions

14. Responsibility of the Regional Bureau of

a/

b/

Agriculture and Rural Development

The bureau shall let the community to elect
about 5-7 rural land administration and use
committee member in each kebele,

The duties, responsibilities and duration of
committee shall be determined by the
directives.
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15. Obligations to cooperate
Any individual/organization is responsible to cooperate
in implementing the provisions in this regulation and
directives which will be issued following this regulation.

16. About penalty

Where any individual is found violating
provisions in this regulation and directives
issued following this regulation, he shall be
penalized in accordance with the pertinent law.

17. About Repealed and Inapplicable laws.

al Regulation No. 16/2004 issued by the
regional administrative council is repealed
here after.

b/ Any regulation, directive or customary
practice that contradicts with this
regulation shall not be applicable.

18. Mandate for issuing directives
Bureau of Agriculture and Rural development shall
have the power to issue directives.

19. Transitory provisions

a/ All land holding dispute cases under arbitration
(not decided) shall be resolved in accordance
with proclamation No. 110/2007 and this
regulation.

b/ Land holding dispute cases, at all levels under
appeal, cassation and implementation phases
that are being treated based on proclamation
No 53/2003 and regulation No. 16/2004 shall be
resolved by the concerned court in accordance
with previous proclamation and regulation.

20. Amendment of the Regulation.
Where necessary, the regional administrative
council shall amend this regulation.
21. Effective Date
This regulation shall enter in to force on this December

24 date of 2007

SHIFERAW SHIGUTE
President of the Regional state of Southern Nations,
Nationalities and Peoples

Revised Regulationl.
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